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This f':mn is for use in nomill<3,ting or rSljuesting determinations of eliglbillty for individunl properties or districts, See !nstructions ir, Guide/ines 
for Camp/6tinD Nut/Dna! Rogist8r Forms (National Register Bulletin 16), Complete 88ch item by marking "x" in the arpropriate box or by I3ntering 
the reqlJf)~ted informatio;), if arl item dOAS ~6t apply to the pro;;crty being d:cl!rnente.:i, 6l:er "NIA" for "not applicablF..," ~or knctions, styles, f"l13teria:s, 
and W82.S of significFll-lce, cn!<:H onry In8 categories and subcategories liSt8d in the instruction~;, For additionai spacG use ccntinuation sheets 
(Form 10-9:)OR), Typo R!I entries, 

l: __ ~af ne ~!.Jlrope!!y 
bl~!:)ri~_~~!:!8 ~.aJ=-.r~i.s.~urr~ Hons e 
other n3mes/site number _____________________________ _ 

2. Location 
0~el "& nUrTl-bel~--.-S1;.at e ' Ro,-'=a=-d=--=1:...::1~2=_9""_______ []filat for publication 

~JYt.J..?!'m ~ 1 t on-=--___________________ -:-________ ---:::- ~ vicinity 
state Nor th_.G.aro 1 ina code NC county Gr anvi 11 . ...::.e ____ c_od_e_O 7 7 -----''---zi-p-c-o-d-~;=;-=;-7r=5''2'--;02---.-

-------------------------------------------._------------------
3. Classification ----,---_._----------------------------------------------_. 
Ownership of' Property 

[XJ private 

D public-local 

o public-Stale 

[] public-Federal 

Category of Property 

o building(s) 

rn district 

o site 

o structure 

o object 

Na,rne of related multiple property listing: 
Historic and Architectural Resources of 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing Noncontributing 

1: _~_ buildings 

1 sites 

-2-

____ structures 

_...,--_ objects 
__ I_Totai 

Nurnber of contributing resources 8reviously 
listed in the National Register ____ _ 

G ~~S/.,LLle C QJ.JD t Y , N r. 
.0~S..!~te/FedEi.~al Agency Ceriifjca_t_io_n _______ ~ _________________ _ 

I~- A~-th-8 d;~i~liated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as am;'lded-. -I -h-er-E';-b-y-c-8'-n-ify-t-ha-t-t-h--iS---' 

GU nomination [J feCjUGst for detsrmination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registe.ring propenies in the 

/

1 Natio~j'CWir of Historic Plac a~d me ts the procedural and professional requirements set fonh in 36 CFR Pan 60. 
In my n,i r, ,he pro r' [XJ d es not meet the National Register criteria. U See continuation sheet. !!--

I -- C ILl:&. ' (1....'7 r ,-- ~/C;,.(); 
, SignaTure 01 certifying official Date 

I 
State Historic Preserva ion Officer _______ _ 

__ ~at~~!~~~~~I~.cy and bureau ____________ -' 

i~-my' opinion, ';h;;prQ~eny 0 meets 0 does not meet the National Register criteria. 0 S~e continuation sheet. 

I Signature of ~omrnenting 0' olher official Dale ------

LState O( FedciEI ~gency Rnd bureau 

5. Nntiona! Park Service Certification -----
I, hueby, certify thnt this p,'ope:iy :s: 

[] entmed in lho Nr.ttiCJnal Register. 
[J See continu2lion sheet, 

[J dete;'mined eligibk~ for the National 

Renister. 0 SOP. ccntinu~lUon sheet. 

l_J dete~lllinecJ not ellgiblEl for the 

Natioilal i1egister. 

o removed from the Natior,2.1 RGgjs~er, 
o other, (explain:) ~ ____ _ 

--------,----------

Sig'l3ture of the Keeper Date of Action 



c Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
__ )mestic single dwelling 
__ A~iculture/Subsisten_c_e __________ _ 

7. 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

_ Queen Anne 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

Vacant Inot in us e f'. 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation _--=s",--=t~o,-"n=e==--_________ _ 
walls weatherboard 

roof meta 1 
other brick 

wood 

[]I See continuation sheet 
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Section number ___ 7 _ Page __ 1 __ DESCRIPTION 

Set behind an expanse of yard and uncultivated fields 
that separate it from the intersection of two paved roads to its 
southeast, the circa 1883 Harris-Currin House is one of the most 
c' } .... n E\ t E) 'a YI d sty lis h 1 ate Y'I i net (:::1 en t h c e n t u r'" y (~ IJ E-:? e n A Y'I n E';:' h 0 use s:;. 
£5 U r'" v i v i n 1;1 i n r"' u r'" i::' I (-3 \'''' a YI v i I I e Co u n t y . Ret a i n i n g 0 n 1 yon e 
outbuilding to its rear - a deteriorated, and therefore non
contributing, late nineteenth or early twentieth century stabIe -
it was once the center of a thriving bright leaf tobacco farm. 
Twenty-one acres of that farm, now owned with the house by Lucius 
r2j • C I.H"'}'"' i n'l s d E\ ugh t e)· ... , E the I B t e ph ens 0 n , a)''' e i YI C Iud e din the 
nomination, acres that contribute to the house's rural integrity. 

Two stories tall and weatherboarded, the frame house is in 
pIan and shape largely outside the I-house tradition that reigned 
supreme in rural Granville County in the 18806. Its front 
section does have a center hallway bracketed by single rooms, but 
the house is actually L-plan in conception, wit~ a triangular 
entrance foyer connecting its southeast front and southwest rear 
rooms. It also falls outside the tradition in the configuration 
and placement of its porch, roofs and chimneys. Its porch wraps 
around its northeast-facing front and southeast-facing side 
facades rather than just its front facade; it has a partially 
hip P E:'? d Y' (:I 0 f ~ ; .... i::' the r"' t han a gab lee YI d 0 )rl e , and t h r'" e t-? fa c~.:t d e 
gables, two to the front and one centered to the side; and it has 
on I y () n (:::1 (.::;:. x t e } .... i 0 '1'". E:.? n c:l chi m YI e y , its sec.;:. n c:l rn a inc h i I'll 'r"1 (:::1 Y at 
corbelled, interior stack between its southeast and southwest 

Not 0 n 1 yin p 1 ani::' n d con fig IJ r'" i:' t ion i s t h E' h 0 use un u !::"; U a I fOr" 
rural Granville County; its Queen Anne finish, particularly that 
of its porch, is the most ornate and complete surviving in the 
countryside from its period of construction» One story high and 
v-J r" a p p :i n fJ c:' 'r"' 0 un d the t.: I>'J 0 m a :i. \"'1 fa cad e s 0 f the h 0 u S"; e ') the po r" c Ii i s 
p r'" 0 f U !5 t·? 1 y c:l e COr'" r.;\ ted I>'J i t h sa v-J YI woo d w 0 )''' k . Its dec 0 } .... ;::\ t i v t'2 E'?], e rn E.~ nt, s 
inc Iud e t: 1..1 r"'ned po:::. t !:-::'IJ t :i. ny !:;; pi Yld ], E.:>s, sawn toot h WO)· ... k and pElnd i::' '(It £~" 
and curlicued, looping brackets and infill. The house's two 
front facade gables are adorned with similarly articulated 
bargeboards and molded cornice returns. Its pedimented side 
gable is finished with patterned wood shingles. And, although 
its two-over-two windows are set in plain surrounds, 
front doorway is ornately finished with small inset 
applied ornamentu 

its two--lec;..f 
panels and 
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The plastered interior is more simply finished than the 
porch or gables. It features molded baseboards and surrounds and 
seven-panel doors with narrow horizontal panels sandwiched 
between three long and three short vertical panels. The mantels, 
with their peaked lintels and spindles and brackets, have been 
removed from the house and stored for safekeeping. The one-story 
rear kitchen and dining room ell is plainly finished. Not 
original to the house, it was probably added by Lucius Currin 
shortly after he acquired the property.' 

The house's complement of tobacco' farm outbuildings, but for 
an impressively large but deteriorated two-story Wooden stable, 
have been destroyed, as has the small country store that Lucius 
Currin ran at the northwe~t corner of the junction of state Road 
1129 and state Route 56.~ The house is still neatly framed, 
however, in the triangle formed by a stand of woods to its rear 
and the two roads to its fore, within a ~heltering swell of yard 
and former fields. 

1Interview with Ethel Currin Stephenson, 
LeI i a C u 1" r'" i '('I , S e pte fI1 be }.-. i~~ 8 , :l 98"7 . 

daughter of Lucius and 

2Interview with Ethel Currin Stephenson, September 28, 1987. 



ing official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

o nationally 0 statewide [9local'ly 

Applicable National Register Criteria []I A DB rn C Do 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) 0 A 0 B Dc DoD E D FOG 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 

Architecture 
__ A gr i cu 1 tur e 

Significant Person 
N/A 

Period of Slgnificance 
18808-l937 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Architect/Builder 
unknown 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

5ZJ See continuation sheet 
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Section number __ ~_ Page __ 1 __ STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Harris-Currin House is architecturally significant for 
its exuberant Queen Anne finish - a rare feature among surviving 
late nineteenth and early twentieth century farmhouses in rural 
Granville County - and historically significant as a physical 
exemplar of the tremendous bright-leaf-tobacco-generated wealth 
of the county during those years.. (See Associated Property Type 
3 - Bright Leaf Era Farmhouses and Tenant Houses - and Historic 
Context 2 - Bright Leaf Tobacco and Rural Granville County, 1866-
J (:~37) Bu i It in the 1880s by Rober .... t l.-J. H€.·U'-'r'" i s on the sa'ndy so i I 
of southern Granville County so conducive to the raising of 
bright leaf tobacco, the house is unusually stylish in its 
finish. Although the county was producing enormous amounts of 
valuable, high quality tobacco in the late nineteenth and early 
t \rJ e n tie t h c e '(1 t u ) .... i e s , (::\ n d i YI t h <:~ 1 88 (> sin p i:H"\ tic u 1 a 'r'" ~ the vas t 
majority Of its farmhouses were simply finished, traditional 
s:> t \--, U c t u r"\ e s " J' u ){ tap 0 f::' e d wit h the e x p c;\ n s :i. ve, u p -- t 0 --- d ate d wei 1 i y, g s 
raised in Oxford during the bright leaf era~ these plain 
structures suggest where the tobacco wealth was and was not being 
concentrated. Harris~ house, with its L-shaped rather than one
room deep I-house plan and its luxuriant cut-out woodwork, was an 
exception to the rule of plainness of the standard rural county 
house, a statement of success and wealth raised on the very site 
where that wealth was produced. Although not exceptionally 
ornate or stylish by the standards of Oxford, the house remains 
one of the most fashionable rural dwellings surviving from the 
late nineteenth century in the county and one that most vibrantly 
bespeaks the wealth of the soil upon which it stands. 

A prominent local citizen and prosperous farmer, Harris 
( 1 8~) (; _. 1 ~-3 1 B ) P u r-' c h a f:; e d ? i n 1 8 B:3 , the i:::: 0 (-; C:\ C r-' e far'" m hew a s t 0 r"\ (::\ i s e 
his cllrJ e 1 ]. i n [~ 0 n f)"", 0 I'll J arne f,; an cI Ivl a r'" y Flo Y d 'f 0 ).,,\ $ :I. , ~i L~ 5 u 00 [ Dee d 
Boo k. :37 ? j:) c:t gel L~ 1 ] . H e (:I n d h i ~s lrJ i f f.'~ ? IYJ € ... ) .... Y E 1 1 (::\ l.J hit e ( :I. 853-
1 ':J j~ 8) 'i ~::. CI 1 d the h 0 us (:0 and :l ~S 7 :l / '+ a c r"\ E'~!:::' 0 fit s 1 an c:I t 0 L u c ius A . 
Currin in 1905 for $5~000.OO [Deed Book 58, Page 333J. As was so 
common among prqsperous farm families during the period, they 
I'll (:1 V edt: 0 0 >-: f 0 ).-. d" c 1·1 a \ .... ) .... is? (;t bit IJ €:\ r'" y d (-;2 f::> C r"\ i be c:I h i rfl m 0 s t f a v 0 r-' 2\ b 1 Y : 

Mr. Harris was a member of the Oxford Board of 
Commissioners for one term.. He was a progressive citizen 
and was always found on the right side of public issues. He 
was a member of the Oxford Methodist Church and will be .,' 
g r" e E.~ t ], Y fI1 i s ~::, e din t his COl'll rI1 un i t y" II \OJ 
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Lucius Currin (1878-1958) lived in the house, raising bright 
leaf tobacco an its acreage, until his death 53 years after its 
purchase. It has been empty since the early 1980s, when his 
second w~fe, Lelia Babbitt (1887-1984), moved from it because of 
i I I '(f e s s" + I tis m a i)'", t: a i n e cI i Y"I f 2;\ i)"" can d i t ion by his he i)'"' s , IrJ h 0 

plan to restore it in 1988. 

Although traditionally farmed within the past 50 years - a 
deteriorated frame stable that once held the animals that drew 
its farm equipment still stands to its rear - it has not 
ex c e p t ion a lsi g )i'1i fie an C ('2 wit h in' t h (e p i-':\ S t hal f c e n t u .... ' y 
period of significance therefore closes with 1937. 

achieved 
and its 

1 According to the tenth and eleventh federal agricultural 
censuses, Granville County produced 4,606,358 pounds of tobacco 
in 1880 - the most in the state - and 4,170,071 pounds in 1890 -
just shy of taps in the state, even though the county had lost 
con !::;. ide '(. a b leI and i nit 5 :I. E38 :I. d i v i !:5- :i. 0 n . 0 nth E~ qua 1 i t Y 0 f 
G)""' a n viI I E? Co un t y t 0 b c:\ ceo, see Nan n i e Iyl a y Til ley 'J Ih e _. ___ I?l.:Lght.. .... 
J 0 9.9 ceo .... J .. !.:I d u s tX:.Y. ... 'L.. .. _._ ..• JJ~.~~~~~:=--t:2g2.. ( C hap E~ I 1 .. ·1 iII , 1 9 L~ 8) , P p • 1 1 3 , 1 32 , 
l 33 and 135, ii;\ n d II F~ e po)""' ton thE? C IJ I t u '(' E·? and C U'r"' i n!:~ 0 f To b C.1 C C 0 i n 
the Un i t ed St at es II by J.. B. ~< i 11 e b'r"'f2lrJ in the I eY"lt.b ........ G.en~J ~ .. _ ... q f tJJ..§ __ _ 
Wn iJ ed .§_:t .. ~~t es ~ .. J ... W~~!"I p.. 705" 

2 The Harrises purchased Cherry Hill Mansion in northwest Oxford, 
the former home of Oxford developer B. H. Cozart, for $7,500.00, 
$ 2, 5 (> (>. (> 0 fI1 0 '1'"' e t h ~-\ '1''', the i)'"' 1 ~:) 7 c.'i c)''' e fa j'"' rn and h r:r use b)'" 0 ugh t [ Dee d 
Book 59, Page 388'1 :l 90~3J . 

\.~, Q1:i . ..f 0 )'-:.9.._J=~!.J b 1 i <; ... _.'=gSLt;;.l§.x:. '! (J c t 0 be)'" 1 5 ? :L '3 l [j • 

Lt Interview with Ethel Currin Stephenson, daughter of Lucius and 
LeI i a C u '1''')''' i )'-J , ~? Eo? pte fIl be)· .. · f.: 8 , :I. 9 (3 7 « 



Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
D preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
D previously listed in the National Register 
D previously determined eligible by the National Register 
D designated a National Historic Landmark 
D recorded by Historic American Buildings 

Survey # 

D recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record # ________________ _ 

10. Geographical Data 

IX] See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
IX] State historic preservation office 
D Other State agency 
D Federal agency 
D Local government 
D University 
DOther 
Specify repository: 

Acreage of property approximately :21.-~-a,l,,;C.,b-rlOe~S-------------------

UTM References 
A L11J L1LL6Lll1-DJ 14, 0 I 0, :1 5 I 11 d B L1LL1 171 1616, 80 I 14 ,0 10, 22 i 5, d 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

C tLJ.zJ I /11 I 61 ~ Itt I 0 I 0, j 2 I 01 d D LLJ I I , I I I I I , I I I , I I 

D See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

The bOlll1dary of the Harris-Currin House is the entire parcel owned ~'jy Mrs. Ethel 
Stephenson which is delineated on the accompanying 1987 survey map on the 
property. 

D See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

The bolll1daries which follow the property lines of Ethel Stephenson as delineated on the 
accompanying 1987 survey map includes the house and fields that have been a historic 
part of the property, maintain historic integrity, and conveys the property's 
historic setting. The property outside these bOlll1daries has been excluded because it has 
been divided into several parcels owned by differetT-'5familv. members and no longer retains 

h h · t .. . t f b .' . 1 f -U S"ee continuation sneet t e lS orlC lntegrl y 0 elng a slng e arm. 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Marvin Brown/Architectural Historian & Patricia Esperon/Historian 
organization Granville-Oxford Historic Survey date _1_1..:.-/_l-:3,,-;/~8_7-:::-:::~--::;--.----:::,-,:;-____ _ 
street & number P , O . Box l556CState Hist. Pres. Offiq~~phone 919-693-1491 
city or town Oxford state N. C . zip cod~ 7565 __ 
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Granville County Deeds. Granville County Courthouse, Oxford~ N.C. 

Interview with Ethel Currin Stephenson, 
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